
One in eight people in 
the U.S. (13%, or  

30 million) aged 12 years 
or older has hearing 

loss in both ears, 
based on standard 

hearing examinations.

 BY T H E  N U M B E R S   January is Cervical Health Awareness 
month, and there is good news on the protection 
front for one cause of cervical cancer: the human 
papillomavirus, or HPV.

Last fall the Food and Drug Administration approved 
the Gardasil 9 vaccine for men and women ages 27 to 
45. Gardasil is also known as the HPV 9-valent vaccine,
recombinant. It protects against nine types of HPV.

Both men and women can get HPV and pass it on 
without knowing it. Additionally, there is low-risk HPV 
and high-risk HPV. Low-risk HPV can cause genital warts. 
High-risk HPV can cause cancers of the cervix, vagina, 
penis, anus, and back of the throat.

HPV vaccination can prevent more than 90 percent of 
cervical cancers from ever developing by preventing the 
infections that cause those cancers.

HPV Vaccine 
Approved for Ages 
27 to 45  

There are more than 200 types 
of HPV viruses. More than 40 of 

them can easily spread through 
direct sexual contact.

Every year about  
14 million Americans 
become infected  
with HPV.

It can take between 10–30 
years from the time of an 

initial HPV infection until a 
tumor forms.

HPV causes more 
than 33,700 cases of 
cancer every year in 
the U.S.
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